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(57) ABSTRACT

A network using existing streetlights is described. Each street
light becomes a node in the network, and each includes a
power terminal for receiving electrical power, a light source
coupled to the power terminal, a processor coupled to the
power terminal, a network interface coupled between the
processor and the network of lighting systems, and a sensor
coupled to the processor for detecting a condition at the node,
and in response providing information about that condition to
the processor.
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1
NETWORKED LIGHTING
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR SENSING
APPLICATIONS

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION

This patent application claims priority from U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/699,968, filed Sep. 12,
2012, and entitled “Networked Lighting Infrastructure for
Sensing Applications,” the contents of which are incorporated
by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to the use of street or other lighting
systems as a basis for a network of sensors, platforms, con-
trollers and software enabling functionality beyond lighting
of outdoor or indoor spaces.

Industrialized countries throughout the world have exten-
sive networks of indoor and outdoor lighting. Streets, high-
ways, parking lots, factories, office buildings, and all types of
facilities often have extensive indoor and outdoor lighting.
Substantially all of this lighting until recently uses incandes-
cent or high intensity discharge (HID) technology. Incandes-
cent or HID lighting, however, is inefficient in conversion of
electrical power to light output. A substantial fraction of the
electrical power used for incandescent lighting is dissipated
as heat. This not only wastes energy, but also often causes
failure of the light bulbs themselves, as well as of the lighting
apparatus.

As a result of these disadvantages, and the operating and
maintenance cost efficiencies of light emitting diodes or other
solid-state lighting technologies, many owners of large num-
bers of incandescent or HID light fixtures are converting them
to use solid-state lighting. Solid-state lighting not only pro-
vides for longer life bulbs, thereby reducing labor costs for
replacement, but the resulting fixtures also operate at low
temperatures for longer periods, further reducing the need to
maintain the fixtures. The assignee of this application pro-
vides lighting replacement services and devices to various
municipalities, commercial and private owners, enabling
them to operate their facilities with reduced maintenance
costs and reduced energy costs.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

We have developed a networked sensor and application
framework for deployment in street or other lighting systems.
The architecture of our system allows deployment of a net-
worked system within the lighting infrastructure already in
place, or at the time of its initial installation. While the system
is typically most advantageously deployed in outdoor street
lighting, it also can be deployed indoors, for example, in a
factory or office building. Also advantageously, when the
system is deployed outdoors, it can be installed at a time when
street lamp bulbs are changed from incandescent lighting to
more efficient lighting, for example, using light emitting
diodes (LEDs). The cost of replacing such incandescent bulbs
is high, primarily due to the cost of labor and the necessity to
use special equipment to reach each bulb in each street lamp.
By installing the network described here at that time, the
incremental cost vis-a-vis merely replacing the existing
incandescent bulb with an LED bulb is minimal.

Because our system enables numerous different uses, we
refer to the deployed network, sensors, controller and soft-
ware system described here as a Lighting Infrastructure
Application Framework (LIAF). The system uses lighting
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2

infrastructure as a platform for business and consumer appli-
cations implemented using a combination of hardware and
software. The main components of the framework are the
node hardware and software, sensor hardware, site specific or
cloud based server hardware, network hardware and software
and wide-area network resources that enable data collection,
analysis, action invocation and communication with applica-
tions and users. Although the system is described here in the
context of street lighting, it will be evident from the following
description that the system has applicability to other environ-
ments, for example, in a parking garage or factory environ-
ment.

In a preferred embodiment, our system provides for a net-
work of lighting systems using existing outdoor, parking
structure and indoor industrial lights. Each light can become
anode in the network, and each node includes a power control
terminal for receiving electrical power, a light source coupled
to the power control terminal, a processor coupled to the
power control terminal, a network interface coupled between
the processor and the network of lighting systems, and sen-
sors coupled to the processor for detecting a conditions at the
node. In some applications as described below, the network
does not rely on a lighting system. In combination our system
allows each node to convey information to other nodes and to
central locations about the conditions at the nodes. Processing
can therefore be distributed among the nodes in the LIAF.

We use a gateway coupled to the network interface of some
LIAF nodes for providing information from the sensors at the
nodes to a local or cloud based service platform where appli-
cation software stores, processes, distributes and displays
information. This software performs desired operations
related to the conditions detected by the sensors at the nodes.
In addition, the gateway can receive information from the
service platform and provide that information to the each of
the node platforms in its domain. That information can be
used to facilitate maintenance of the light, control of the light,
control cameras, locate unoccupied parking spaces, measure
carbon monoxide levels or numerous other applications, sev-
eral typical ones of which are described herein. The sensors
collocated or in the proximity of the nodes can be used with
controllers to control the light source, as well as to provide
control signals to apparatus coupled to the node, e.g. lock or
unlock a parking area. Multiple gateways can be used to
couple multiple regions of the lighting system together for
purposes of a single application.

Typically each node will include AC/DC converters to
convert the supplied AC power to DC foruse by the processor,
sensors, etc. The gateways can communicate with each other
through cellular, Wi-Fi or other means to the service plat-
forms. The sensors are typically devices which detect particu-
lar conditions, for example, audio from glass breaking or car
alarms, video cameras for security and parking related sens-
ing, motion sensors, light sensors, radio frequency identifi-
cation detectors, weather sensors or detectors for other con-
ditions.

In another embodiment we provide a network of sensors
for collecting information by using existing lighting systems
having fixtures with light sources. The method includes
replacing the light source at each fixture with a module that
includes a power control terminal connected to the power
supply of the existing light fixture, a replacement light source,
aprocessor, a network interface coupled to the processor, and
sensors coupled to the processor. The sensors detect condi-
tions at and around the node, and forward information about
that condition to the processor. Preferably, the network inter-
face of each module at each fixture is commonly coupled
together using a broadband or cellular communications net-
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work. Using the communication network, information is col-
lected from the sensors, and that information is provided over
the network to application running on local servers at a site or
servers in the cloud. A local or site based application server is
referred to as Site Controller. Applications running on a Site
Controller can manage data from one or more specific cus-
tomer sites.

In a preferred embodiment, each module at each of the
fixtures includes a controller and apparatus coupled to the
controller, and the controller is used to cause actions to be
performed by the apparatus. As mentioned above, signals can
be transmitted from the computing device over the commu-
nication network to the modules and thereby to the controllers
to cause an action to be performed by the apparatus of the
lighting system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a portion of the overall architecture of a
Lighting Infrastructure Application Framework;

FIG. 2 illustrates the architecture of the system at a higher
level,

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of the node platform;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of the gateway platform;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of the service platform;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a revenue model for lighting
infrastructure applications;

FIG. 7 illustrates a parking garage application for a net-
worked lighting system;

FIG. 8 illustrates a lighting maintenance application for a
networked lighting system;

FIG. 9 illustrates a warehouse inventory application for a
networked lighting system;

FIG. 10 illustrates an application of a networked lighting
system for monitoring of a shipping terminal;

FIG. 11 is a block diagram illustrating the power monitor-
ing and control circuitry at a node; and

FIG. 12 is a block diagram illustrating the application
controller at a node.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The Lighting Infrastructure Application Framework
described here is based on node, gateway and service archi-
tectures. The node architecture consists of a node platform
which is deployed at various locations in the lighting infra-
structure, e.g. at individual street light fixtures. At least some
of the nodes include sensors that collect and report data to
other nodes, and in some cases to higher levels in the archi-
tecture. For example, at the level of an individual node an
ambient light sensor can provide information about lighting
conditions at the location of the lighting fixture. A camera can
provide information about events occurring at the node.

FIG. 1 illustrates a portion of the overall architecture of our
system. As shown there a lighting node 10 includes a node
platform in addition to the light source itself. The node plat-
form includes sensors 30 of various types as selected by the
owner of the lighting node 10, depending upon the particular
application desired. In the illustration, a daylight sensor 31
and an occupancy sensor 32 are depicted. The lighting node
may also include controllers 40 for performing functions in
response to the sensors 30, or performing functions in
response to control signals received from other sources. Three
exemplary controllers are illustrated in the diagram, namely
an irrigation control 42 for controlling an irrigation system, a
gate control 45 for opening and closing a nearby gate, and a
light controller 48. The light controller can be used to control
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the lighting source in node 10, for example, turning it oft or on
at different times of the day, dimming it, causing it to flash,
sensing the condition of the light source itself to determine if
maintenance is required, or providing other functionality. The
sensors 30, controllers 40 power supply, and other desired
components can be collectively assembled into a housing of
the lighting fixture 10.

Other examples of control functions which these or similar
controllers enable include: management of power distribu-
tion, measurement and monitoring of power, and demand/
response management. The controllers can activate and deac-
tivate sensors, and can measure and monitor the sensor
outputs. In addition, the controllers provide management for
communication functions such as gateway operation for soft-
ware downloading and security administration, and for video
and audio processing, for example detection or monitoring of
events.

In the preferred embodiment the architecture of our net-
worked system enables “plug-and-play” deployment of sen-
sors at the lighting nodes. The Lighting Infrastructure Appli-
cation Framework (LIAF) provides hardware and software to
enable implementation of the sensor plug-and-play architec-
ture. When new sensors are deployed, software and hardware
manages the sensor, but the LIAF provides support for
generic functions associated with the sensors. This canreduce
or eliminate the need for custom hardware and software sup-
port for sensors. A sensor requires power, typically battery or
wired low voltage DC, and preferably the sensor generates
analog or digital signals as output.

The LIAF allows deployment of sensors at lighting nodes
without additional hardware and software components. In a
preferred implementation, the LIAF provides DC Power to
sensor as required. It also monitors the analog or digital
interface associated with the sensor, as well as all other activi-
ties at the node.

The node platforms located at some of the lights are
coupled together to a gateway platform 50. The gateway
platform 50 communicates with the node platform using tech-
nology as described further below, but can include a wireless
connection or a wired connection. The gateway 50 will pref-
erably communicate with the Internet 80 using well-known
communications technology 55 such as cellular data, Wi-Fi,
GPRS, or other means. Of course, the gateway platform 50
does not need to be a stand-alone implementation. It can be
deployed at a lighting node 10. The gateway platform pro-
vides wide area networking (WAN) functionality and can
provide complex data processing functionality, in addition to
the functions provided by the node platform.

The gateway platform 50 establishes communications with
a Service Platform 90 enabling the node to provide data to, or
receive instructions from, various applications 100. Service
Platform 90 is preferably implemented in the cloud to enable
interaction with applications 100. When a Service Platform
90 or a subset of the functionality is implemented locally at a
site then it is referred to as Site Controller. Associated with the
service platform are a variety of applications that offer end-
user accessible functions. Owners, partners, consumers, or
other entities can provide these applications. One typical
application, for example, provides reports on current weather
conditions at a node. The applications 100 are usually devel-
oped by others and licensed to the infrastructure owner, but
they can also be provided by the node owner, or otherwise
made available for use on various nodes.

Typical lighting related applications include lighting con-
trol, lighting maintenance, and energy management. These
applications preferably run on the Service Platform 90 or Site
Controller. There also can be partner applications—applica-
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tions that have access to confidential data and to which the
lighting infrastructure owners grant privileges. Such applica-
tions can provide security management, parking manage-
ment, traffic reporting, environment reporting, asset manage-
ment, logistics management, and retail data management to
name a few. There are also consumer applications that enable
consumers to have access to generic data, with access to this
data granted, for example, by the infrastructure owner.
Another type of application is owner-provided applications.
These are applications developed and used by infrastructure
owners, e.g. controlling traffic flow in a region or along a
municipal street. Of course there can also be applications that
use customized data from the framework.

The primary entities involved in the system illustrated in
FIG. 1 are a lighting infrastructure owner, an application
framework provider, an application or application service
owner, and end users. Typical infrastructure owners include a
municipality; a building owner, tenants, an electric utility, or
other entities.

FIG. 2 is a diagram that illustrates the architecture of our
system at a higher level. As shown in FIG. 2 groups of nodes
10 communicate with each other and to a gateway platform
50. The gateway communicates, in turn, through communi-
cation media 55 to the Internet 80. In a typical implementa-
tion as illustrated, there will be multiple sets of nodes 10,
multiple gateways 50, multiple communication media 55, all
commonly coupled together to the service platforms 90 avail-
able through the Internet 80. In this manner, multiple appli-
cations can provide a wide degree of functionality to indi-
vidual nodes through the gateways in the system.

FIG. 2 also illustrates the networking architecture for an
array of nodes. In the left-hand section 11 of the drawing an
array of nodes 10 are illustrated. Solid lines among the nodes
represent a data plane, which connects selected nodes to
enable high local bandwidth traffic. These connections, for
example, can enable the exchange of local video or data
among these nodes. The dashed lines in section 11 represent
a control plane, which connects all of the nodes to each other
and provides transport for local and remote traffic, exchang-
ing information about events, usage, node status, and
enabling control commands from the gateway, and responses
to the gateway, to be implemented.

FIG. 3 illustrates the node platform in more detail. The
node infrastructure includes a power supply 12, typically
implemented as an AC to DC converter. In the preferred
implementation where the nodes are deployed at outdoor
street lamps, AC power is the primary power supply to such
street lamps. Because most of the sensors and controller
structures use semiconductor-based components, power sup-
ply 12 converts the available AC power to an appropriate DC
power level for driving the node components.

As also shown in FIG. 3, the array of sensors 30 and
controllers 40 are connected to the power module 12 which
can include an AC/DC converter as well as other well-known
components. A processor running an application 15 coordi-
nates operation of the sensors and controllers to implement
the desired local functionality. It also provides communica-
tion via appropriate media to other node platforms. The appli-
cation may also drive an LED driver circuit 16, coupled to an
appropriate light source 18, operating under control of one of
the controllers 40. An implementation might combine the
power module 12 and the Light Controller Module 40 func-
tionality into a single module. As indicated by the diagram,
wired 46 and 47 connections and wireless 44 and 49 connec-
tions may be provided as desired.

In FIG. 3, the lighting infrastructure consists of a Light
Source Module 16, 18, e.g. an LED assembly such as those
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commercially available from the assignee Sensity Systems
Inc. Of course, third-party manufacturers can provide the
Third-party Light Source Module 18 as well as other compo-
nents. The module 16 may also be coupled to a controller 40.
The sensors 30 associated with the nodes may be local to the
node, or they can be remote. Controllers, other than the LED
controller provided by the assignee Sensity Systems Inc., are
typically remote and use wireless communications. A Proces-
sor Module 15, also referred to as a Node Application Con-
troller, manages all the functions within the node. It also
implements the administrative, data collection and action
instructions associated with applications. Typically these
instructions are delivered as application scripts to the control-
ler. In addition, the software on the application controller
provides activation, administration, security (authentication
and access control) and communication functions. The Net-
work Module 14 provides Radio Frequency (RF) based wire-
less communications to the other nodes. These wireless com-
munications can be based on Neighborhood Area Network
(NAN), WiF1i, 802.15.4 or other technologies.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of gateway platform 50. As
suggested by the figure, and mentioned above, the gateway
platform can be located at a node or located in its own housing
separately from the nodes. In the diagram of FIG. 4, the
components of the power module 12, Processor Module 15,
LED Light Source Module 16 and Third-party Light Source
Module 18 are shown again, as well as the Sensor Modules 30
and Controller Modules 40.

The gateway platform hardware and software components
enable high bandwidth data processing and analytics using
Media Module 105, e.g. at video rates, as well as Relay or
WAN Gateway 110, in addition to the functions supported by
the node platform. The gateway platform can be considered a
node platform but with additional functionality. The high
bandwidth data processing Media Module 105 supports video
and audio data processing functions that can analyze, detect,
record and report application specific events. The Relay or
WAN Gateway 110 can be based on GSM, Wi-Fi, LAN to
Internet, or other wide area networking technologies.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of the service platform 90. The
service platform 90 supports the application gateway 120 and
a custom node application builder 130. The application gate-
way 120 manages interfaces to different types of applications
implemented using the sensor and event data from the light-
ing nodes. A service platform 90 with Application Gateway
120 can be deployed as Site Controller at customer lighting
site. A Site Controller therefore is an instance of Service
Platform 90 with just the Application Gateway 120 function-
ality. The custom node application builder 130 allows devel-
opment of custom node application scripts. These scripts
specify to the node Processor Module 15 (see FIG. 3), data
collection instructions and operations to be performed at the
node level. The scripts specify to the application gateway 120
how the results associated with the script are provided to an
application.

FIG. 5 also illustrates that owner applications 140, assignee
applications 144, partner applications 146, and consumer
applications 149 utilize the application gateway API 150. The
assignee hereto has developed and implements various types
of applications common to many uses of the sensors. One
such application is lighting management. The lighting man-
agement application provides lighting status and control
functionality for the light source at a local node 10. Another
application provided by the assignee provides for lighting
maintenance. The lighting maintenance application allows
users to maintain their lighting network, for example, by
enabling monitoring the status of the light(s) at each node. An
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energy management application allows users to monitor
lighting infrastructure energy usage and therefore to better
control that use.

The partner applications 146 shown in FIG. 5 are typically
assignee-approved applications and application services
companies that have established markets for various desired
functions, such as those listed below. These applications uti-
lize the application gateway API 150. Typical partner appli-
cations provide security management, parking management,
traffic monitoring and reporting, environment reporting, asset
management, and logistics management.

Consumer applications 149 utilize application gateway
API 150 to provide consumer related functionality. This API
provides access to publicly available, anonymous and owner-
approved data. Also shown are owner applications 140 devel-
oped and used by lighting infrastructure owners to meet their
various specific needs.

FIG. 6 illustrates the lighting infrastructure applications
revenue model for the system described above. This revenue
model illustrates how revenue is generated and shared among
the key stakeholders in the lighting infrastructure. In general,
application and/or application service providers collect rev-
enue A from application users. Application owners or service
providers pay a fee B to the Lighting Infrastructure Applica-
tion Framework service provider. The LIAF service provider
pays fees C to the lighting infrastructure owners.

Key stakeholders of the lighting infrastructure based appli-
cations include the owners of the lighting infrastructure.
These are the entities that own the light-pole/fixture and the
property on which the lighting infrastructure is located.
Another key party involved with the system is the LIAF
service provider. These are the entities that provide hardware
and software platforms deployed to provide the data and
services for the applications. The assignee herein is a service
provider for the LIAF. Other important entities include the
application developers and owners. These entities sell appli-
cations or application services. These applications and ser-
vice providers are based on the data collected, processed and
distributed by the LIAF.

Among the revenue sources for funding the LIAF are appli-
cations, application services and data. There are revenue
options for application or application service providers. Users
of'an application or the application services, pay a license fee
that is typically either time interval based or paid as a one-
time license fee. This fee is based on different levels of usage,
for example, standard, professional, and administrator. The
usage fee also can be dependent on the type of data, e.g. raw
or summarized, real-time vs. non real-time, access to histori-
cal data, based on data priced dynamically by demand, and on
the location associated with data.

Another application service includes advertisers. These are
businesses that want to advertise products or services to appli-
cations and application-service users. Such advertisers pay
advertisement fees for each application or service.

With regard to data, application and application service
developers make payments for accessing data. Data includes
specific data, e.g. energy usage at anode, on a per light engine
basis for the entire light, on a per light engine channel, or per
sensor. Another type of data is the status of a light, e.g.
administrative status such as temperature threshold or energy
cost to trigger dimming, dimming percentage, reporting of
light status including setting of detection interval and report-
ing interval. This data can also include operational status such
as present status of light, on or off, dimmed and dimming
amount, failed, abnormal, etc. Other types of data include
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environmental data, e.g. temperature, humidity and atmo-
spheric pressure at the node; or lighting data such as ambient
light and its color.

The nodes may also sense and provide numerous other
types of data. For example, gases such as carbon dioxide,
carbon monoxide, methane, natural gas, oxygen, propane,
butane, ammonia, or hydrogen sulfide can be detected and
data reported. Other types of data include accelerometer sta-
tus indicating seismic events, intrusion detector status, Blue-
tooth® ! MAC address, active RFID tag data, 1SO-18000-7,
and DASH 7 data. Below we describe some of these applica-
tions and the data they can collect in more detail.

Application specific sensor data can include an intrusion
sensor to detect intrusion at the base of the pole or the light
fixture, unauthorized opening of a cover at the base of pole,
unauthorized opening of the light fixture, a vibration sensor
for intrusion related vibration detection, earthquake related
vibration detection or pole damage related vibration detec-
tion. A motion sensor can detect motion, its direction, and the
type of motion detected.

Audio sensors can provide another type of collectable data.
Audio sensors can detect glass breaking, gunshots, vehicle
engines’ on-or-off events, tire noise, vehicle doors closing, a
human communication event, or a human distress noise event.

People detection sensors can detect a single person, mul-
tiple people, and count of people. Vehicle detection can
include single vehicle, multiple vehicles, and the duration of
sensor visibility. The vehicle detection can provide a vehicle
count, or recognition information regarding make, model,
color, license plate etc.

Our system can also provide data regarding correlated
events, often by using data from multiple sensors. For
example, sensor data from a motion detector, and a people
detector can be combined to activate a lighting function to
turn on, off, dim or brighten lights. A count of people with
motion detection provides information about security, retail
activity or traffic related events. Motion detection coupled
with vehicle detection can be used to indicate a breach in
security of a facility.

Use of combinations of sensors, such as motion and vehicle
count or motion and audio, provides useful information for
performing various actions. The time of data collection can
also be combined with data from sensors such as those dis-
cussed above to provide useful information, e.g. motion
detection during open and closed hours at a facility. Light
level sensors coupled to motion detection sensors can provide
information useful for lighting control. Motion detection can
be combined with video to capture data only when an event
occurs. Current and historical sensor data can be correlated
and used to predict events or need for adjustment of control
signals, e.g. traffic flow patterns.

Another use for data collected at the nodes is aggregation.
This allows data events to be used to generate representative
values for a group using a variety of techniques. For example,
aggregated data can be used to collect information about
luminaire types at a site (e.g. post-top and wall-pack lumi-
naires); environmentally protected vs. unprotected lumi-
naires; or luminaires outside exposed areas. Data can be col-
lected based on light area (e.g. pathway, parking lot,
driveway), facility type (e.g. manufacturing, R&D), corpo-
rate region (e.g. international vs. domestic), etc.

Power usage can be aggregated for fixture type, facility,
facility type, or geographical region. Environment sensing
related aggregation can be provided for geographical areas or
facility types. Security applications include aggregations for
geographical area or facility type. Traffic applications include
aggregations by time-of-day, week, month, year or by geo-
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graphical area (e.g. school area vs. retail area). Retail appli-
cations include aggregations by time of day, week, month,
etc., as well as by geographical area or facility type. Data can
also be filtered or aggregated based on user-specified criteria,
e.g. time of day.

Custom application development allows users to specify
data to be collected and forwarded to the custom applications
and services; actions to be performed based on the data at the
lighting nodes; the format of the data that will be forwarded to
applications or application services; and management of his-
torical data.

Our revenue distribution model allows for revenue sharing
among lighting infrastructure owners, application infrastruc-
ture owners, and application or application service owners.
Today, for infrastructure owners, lighting is a cost center
involving capital investment, energy bills and maintenance
costs. Here the assignee provides the hardware, software and
network resources to enable applications and application ser-
vices on a day-to-day basis, allowing the infrastructure owner
to offset at least some of the capital, operational, and main-
tenance expenses.

FIGS. 7-10 illustrate four sample applications for the sys-
tem described above. FIG. 7 illustrates a parking garage
application. A series of vehicle detection sensors 180 are
positioned one above each parking space in a parking garage,
or a single multi-space occupancy detection sensor is posi-
tioned at each light. The sensors can operate using any well-
known technology that detects the presence or absence of a
vehicle parked underneath them. When a parking space spe-
cific sensor is deployed, then each sensor includes an LED
that displays whether the space is open, occupied, or reserved.
This enables a driver in the garage to locate open, available
and reserved spaces. It also allows the garage owner to know
when spaces are available without having to visually inspect
the entire garage.

The sensors are coupled using wired or wireless technol-
ogy to a Node Platform 10, such as described for the system
above. The Node Platform 10 communicates to a Site Con-
troller 200 via a Local Area Network (LAN) 210 and/or to a
Service Platform 90 using the Gateway Platform 50. The
Gateway Platform 50 is connected to the Service Platform 90
via the Internet 80 and to users 220. The Site Controller 200
can communicate with the Service Platform 90 or Parking
Management Application 181. The Parking Management
Application 181 enables users 220 to reserve spaces by
accessing that application over the Internet 80.

FIG. 8 illustrates a lighting maintenance application. In
this application lighting nodes 10 are networked together
using a system such as described above, and in turn coupled to
a Site Controller 200. Using the technology described above,
information about the lighting nodes, such as power con-
sumption, operational status, on-off activity, and sensor activ-
ity are reported to the site controller 200 and/or to the Service
Node 90. In addition, the site controller 200 and/or Service
Node 90 can collect performance data such as temperature or
current, as well as status data such as activities occurring at
the nodes 10. Lighting Maintenance Application 229 that
provides lighting maintenance related functions accesses raw
maintenance data from the Service Node 90. Maintenance
related data such as LED temperature, LED power consump-
tion, LED failure, Network Failure and Power Supply failure
can be accessed by a lighting maintenance company 230 from
the Lighting Maintenance Application 229 to determine when
service is required or other attention is needed.

FIG. 9 illustrates a warehouse inventory application for the
systems described above of our invention. As illustrated there,
a series of RFID tag readers 250 are positioned throughout a
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warehouse along the Node Platform 10. These tag readers 250
detect the RFID tags 260 on various items in the warehouse.
Using the network of Node Platforms 10 as described herein,
the tag readers 250 can provide that information to a site
controller 200 and/or Service Platform 90. The Tag Reader
250 collects location and identification information and uses
Node Platform 10 to forward data to the Site Controller 200
and/or the Service Platform 90. This data is then forwarded to
applications such as Inventory Application 238 from the Ser-
vice Platform 90. The location and the identification data can
be used to track goods traffic inside the warehouse. The same
strategy can be used to monitor the warehouse space usage.
The sensors detect the presence of items in the warehouse and
the space occupied by these items. This space usage data is
forwarded to the Site Controller 200 and/or the Service Plat-
form 90. Applications monitoring and managing Space Uti-
lization Application 237 will access this data from the Service
Platform 90.

FIG. 10 illustrates another application of our system, i.e.,
monitoring a shipping terminal and tracking goods from the
source to the destination which can be done using this system.
In this case, RFID Tags 260 are positioned throughout the
source for the goods (e.g., Shipping Port Terminal), transit
(Weigh Station or Gas Stations) and destination (e.g., Ware-
house) along with the Node Platform 10. Similarly, RFID
Tags 260 are positioned on goods and vehicles transporting
goods. These RFID Tags 260 transmit location, identification
and other sensor data information using the Node Platform 10
to the Service Platform 90. This is done using the Gateway
Platform 50 at each site (source, transit, destination). The
Service Platform 90 makes this data available to applications
such as Logistics Application 236, enabling users accessing
the Logistics Application 236 to be able to get accurate loca-
tion and goods status information.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram of the electrical components for
power monitoring and control within a node. The power mea-
surement and control module illustrated measures incoming
AC power, and controls the power provided to the AC/DC
converter. It also provides for surge suppression and power to
the node components.

This circuitry is used to control the power to the light-
emitting diodes at an individual node. The actual count of
input or outputs outlined below depends on customer appli-
cation requirements. As shown in the diagram, AC power is
provided via lines 300 at a voltage range between 90 and 305
volts. The voltage and current are sensed by an energy mea-
surement integrated circuit 310. An AC-DC transformer 320
provides 3.3 volts to the circuit 310 to power the integrated
circuit 310. In FIG. 11, the dashed lines represent the non-
isolated portion of the high-voltage system. The dotted lines
designate the portion of the circuit that is protected up to
10,000 volts.

Integrated circuit 310 is a CMOS power measurement
device that measures the line voltage and current. It is able to
calculate active, reactive, and apparent power, as well as RMS
voltage and current. It provides output signals 315 to a “uni-
versal asynchronous receiver/transmitter” (UART) device
330. The UART device 330 translates data between parallel
and serial interfaces. The UART 330 is connected to provide
signals to a microcontroller 340 that controls the output volt-
age provided to the load 350, which is preferably the LED
lighting system 350. This control is implemented using a
switch 355.

Also coupled to the microcontroller 340 are devices 360
and 365 which implement a controller area network bus sys-
tem, commonly referred to as a CAN bus. The CAN bus
allows multiple microcontrollers to communicate with each
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other without relying upon a host computer. It provides a
message-based protocol for communication. The CAN bus
allows multiple nodes to be daisy chained together for com-
munications among them.

Optionally provided on the circuit board is a power module
370. The power module 370 accepts AC power through its
input terminals and provides controlled DC power at its out-
putterminal. If desired, it can provide input power for some of
the devices illustrated in FIG. 12, which is discussed next.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of the application controller
located at a node. The node provides for wireless communi-
cation with the application software. This application soft-
ware enables control of the power, lighting, and sensors that
are running on microcontroller 400. It also provides power to
the various modules illustrated in the figure, and enables
communication with the sensors.

The application controller in FIG. 12 operates under con-
trol of a microcontroller 400, which is depicted in the center
of the diagram. Incoming electrical power 405, for example,
supplied by module 370 in FIG. 11, is stepped down to 5 volts
by transformer 410 to provide electrical power for Wi-Fi
communications, and is also provided to a 3.3 volt trans-
former 420 which powers microcontroller 400. The power
supply 430 also receives the input power and provides it to
sensors (not shown). The 3.3 volt power is also provided to a
reference voltage generator 440.

The microcontroller 400 provides a number of input and
output terminals for communication with various devices. In
particular, in the preferred embodiment, the microcontroller
400 is coupled to provide three 0 to 10 volt analog output
signals 450, and to receive two 0 to 10 volt analog input
signals 460. These input and output signals can be used to
control, and to sense the condition of, various sensors. Com-
munication with the microcontroller 400 is achieved by
UART 470 and using the CAN bus 480. As explained with
regard to FIG. 11, CAN bus 480 enables communication
among microcontrollers without need of a host computer.

To enable future applications, and provide flexibility,
microcontroller 400 also includes multiple general-purpose
input/output pins 490. These accept or provide signals rang-
ing from 0 to 36 volts. These are generic kittens whose behav-
ior can be controlled or programmed through software. Hav-
ing these additional control lines allows additional
functionality enabled by software, without need of replace-
ment of hardware.

Microcontroller 400 is also coupled to a pair of 12C bus
interfaces 500. These bus interfaces can be used to connect
other components on the board, or to connect other compo-
nents that are linked via a cable. The 12C bus 500 does not
require predefined bandwidth, yet enables multi-mastering,
arbitration, and collision detection. Microcontroller 400 is
also connected to an SP1 interface 510 to provide surge pro-
tection. In addition, microcontroller 400 is coupled to a USB
interface 520, and to a JTAG interface 530. The various input
and output busses and control signals enable the application
controller at the node interface, comprising a wide variety of
sensors and other devices, to provide, for example, lighting
control and sensor management.

The preceding has been a detailed description of a net-
worked lighting infrastructure for use with sensing applica-
tions. As described, the system provides unique capabilities
for existing or future lighting infrastructure. Although numer-
ous details have been provided with regard to the specific
implementation of the system, it will be appreciated that the
scope of the invention is defined by the appended claims.
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APPENDIX TO THE SPECIFICATION

! The “Bluetooth” word mark and logos are registered
trademarks owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc. Other trademarks
and trade names are those of their respective owners.

What is claimed is:

1. A gateway node platform for a network of lighting sys-
tems comprising a plurality of node platforms at least some of
which represent lighting nodes, the plurality of node plat-
forms in communication with a service platform through the
gateway node platform, the service platform is associated
with multiple applications, comprising:

a power input terminal for receiving electrical power;

a network interface for allowing communication with the
plurality of node platforms via a local area network
(LAN) and with the service platform via a wide area
network (WAN), the network interface including a
media module for receiving media data;

a memory device for storing instructions; and

a processor coupled to the power input terminal and the
network interface, the processor, which, when executing
the instructions, causes the system to perform operations
comprising:

performing analytics data processing related to the media
data in response to the media data received by the media
module;

producing analytics data related to the media data; and

transmitting the analytics data to the service platform via
the WAN for utilization by at least one of the multiple
applications associated with the service platform.

2. The gateway node of claim 1, further comprising:

a sensor; and

a housing within which each of the power input terminal,
the processor, the network interface and the sensor is
disposed, wherein the housing is adapted to be retrofitted
into a street light in place of an existing illumination
source in the street light.

3. The gateway node platform of claim 1,

further comprising a sensor for detecting a condition at the
gateway node platform, the sensor representing a device
for detecting at least one of audio, video, motion, light,
and weather.

4. The gateway node platform of claim 1, further compris-
ing a sensor for detecting a condition at the gateway node
platform, the sensor representing an image capture device
that produces the media data.

5. The gateway node platform of claim 1,

further comprising a controller coupled to the processor;

wherein the processor, which, when executing the instruc-
tions, causes the system to perform operations compris-
ing:
receiving a sensor signal related to a condition detected

by at least one of the plurality of node platforms;
processing information from the sensor signal related to
the condition detected by at least one of the plurality
of node platforms;
providing the controller a control signal to perform an
action related the condition detected by at least one of
the plurality of node platforms.

6. The gateway node platform of claim 5,

further comprising a light source coupled to the power
input terminal; and

wherein providing the controller a control signal to per-
form an action related the condition detected by at least
one of the plurality of node platforms further compris-
ing:
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providing the control signal to control illumination from
the light source.

7. The gateway node platform of claim 5, wherein provid-
ing the controller the control signal to perform the action
related the condition detected by at least one of the plurality of
node platforms further comprises:

providing the control signal to perform an action related to

the control of at least one of an irrigation system, a gate,
and a lighting source.

8. The gateway node platform of claim 5, wherein provid-
ing the controller the control signal to perform an action
related the condition detected by at least one of the plurality of
node platforms further comprises:

providing the control signal to perform an action related to

the control of at least one of management of power
distribution for a power system and measurement and
monitoring of power for the power system.

9. The gateway node platform of claim 1, wherein perform-
ing analytics data processing related to the media data in
response to the media data received by the media module
comprises:

performing at least one of analysing, detecting, recording

and reporting application specific events.
10. The gateway node platform of claim 1, wherein the
network interface is communicatively coupled to the plurality
of node platforms along a control plane to enable communi-
cations among the plurality of node platforms related to at
least one of events, usage, and node status.
11. The gateway node platform of claim 1, wherein the
network interface is communicatively coupled to a select
group of the plurality of node platforms along a data plane to
enable an exchange ofthe media data representing high band-
width local traffic among the select group of the plurality of
node platforms.
12. A method performed by a gateway node platform in a
lighting infrastructure application framework (LIAF), the
LIAF including the gateway node platform, a plurality of
node platforms and a service platform associated with mul-
tiple applications, comprising:
receiving via the local area network (LAN) or from a sen-
sor in communication with the gateway node platform,
sensor information processed at the individual node
platforms by executing application functions associated
with the multiple applications, the sensor information
including information about conditions detected the
nodes, the sensor information including media data;

performing analytics data processing, using a processor of
a machine, related to the media data;

producing analytics data related to the media data; and

transmitting via the wide area network (WAN) to the ser-

vice platform, the analytics data for utilization by at least
one of the multiple applications associated with the ser-
vice platform.
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13. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

transmitting via the wide area network (WAN), to the ser-

vice platform, the sensor information processed at the
individual nodes such that the multiple applications can
utilize the sensor information processed at the individual
nodes;

receiving via the WAN, from the service platform, instruc-

tions associated with the multiple applications to be
executed by the individual nodes, the instructions
related to the transmitted sensor information processed
at the individual nodes; and

transmitting via the LAN, the instructions received from

the service platform to the individual node platforms.

14. The method of claim 12,

wherein the instructions includes a first set of instructions

associated with a first application and a second set of

instructions associated with a second application;

wherein transmitting via the LAN, the instructions

received from the service platform to the individual node

platforms further comprises:

transmitting the first set of instructions to a first group of
the individual node platforms; and

transmitting the second set of instructions to a second
group of the individual node platforms such that
instructions from the first application and instructions
from the second application are executed concur-
rently by the plurality of node platforms.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein the first set of nodes
and the second set of nodes include at least one same node.

16. The method of claim 12, wherein performing analytics
data processing, using a processor of a machine, related to the
media data further comprises performing at least one of anal-
ysing, detecting, recording and reporting application specific
events.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein each of the multiple
applications associated with the service platform performs
operations related to the conditions detected by sensors at the
individual nodes based on information provided by the gate-
way node platform from the individual nodes.

18. The method of claim 12, wherein the transmitted sensor
information processed at the individual nodes is further pro-
cessed by the service platform for utilization by at least one of
the multiple applications.

19. The method of claim 12, wherein individual nodes from
the plurality of node platforms are enabled to perform a
variety of application functions to support the multiple appli-
cations.

20. The method of claim 12, wherein the sensor represents
an image capture device that produces the media data.
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